Although celebrated on a different day, the American and
Canadian Thanksgiving celebration share some similarities.
Americans loyal to the English during the Revolutionary War
sought refuge in Canada, and brought the traditions of their
holiday with them. So both countries feature pumpkin pie as part
of their feast.

Giving Thanks in Canada

Thanksgiving Day in Canada is
celebrated on the second Monday of

v ; celebrate Thanksgiving Day with a

g~ = bountiful feast but how many
Canadians actually know the true history of
Thanksgiving?

After our most recent Thanksgiving celebration, | was
asked by an individual in another country what was the
reason why we celebrated the occasion and what the
meaning was. Failing an answer and feeling like a
complete idiot, I immediately looked to the Internet to
look up why we celebrated this special occasion. How
embarrassing it was that I could not answer such a simple
question of the most celebrated holiday.

Thanksgiving traditions began hundreds of years ago,
back when the explorers first came to our land and
brought with them the tradition from Europe.

At harvest time, farmers in Europe celebrated and gave
thanks for a bountiful harvest and would often fill a goat’s
horn with fruit and grains. This was known as a
cornucopia or horn of good plenty.

The first North American Thanksgiving is traced back to
1578. Martin Frobisher, an English Navigator, held a
formal ceremony in what is now called Newfoundland.
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Thanksgiving is a great time to
count your blessings, especially the
gift of family and friends. If you
can’t be with your family this year,
consider inviting others from your
town who you know will be alone for
the holiday. Your local meal might
even start a new tradition.

Holiday Gifts & Gift Baskets is your
one-stop shop for holiday shopping
throughout the year. With ideas for
kids of any age and adults too, you
are sure to find a great present on
our site. We feature only the most
unique holiday gift baskets,
gourmet food, and more, with easy
online ordering and toll free
customer service available 24 hours
a day. For our corporate customers,
we have an easy to use bulk order
form and we even offer several
customization options and corporate
discounts. Contact us for details.

Holiday Gift Ideas

Holiday Gift Baskets
Christmas Towers

Holiday Cookies Gift Bouguets
New Year's

Valentine's Day

Valentine Cookie Gifts
Valentine’s Chocolate & Candy
Adult Valentine Gift Baskets
Valentine’s Day Wine Gifts
St. Patrick’s Day

Easter

Secretary’s Day Gifts
Teacher’s Day

Nurse’s Day

Mother’s Day Gifts

Mother’s Day Spa Ideas
Cookies for Mom

Volunteer Week Gifts
Father’s Day Baskets
Graduation Gifts
Independence Day
Grandparent’s Day
Halloween

Thanksgiving Baskets
Boss’s Week

Hanukkah Baskets
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This ceremony was held to give thanks for
surviving the long journey across the
Atlantic.

After crossing the ocean and forty years
later, French settlers led by Samuel de
Champlain in Nova Scotia would hold huge
feasts of thanks. They formed the "Order of
Good Cheer."

In 1621 the American pilgrims gave thanks
for the bounty that ended a year of hardship
and death. It was at this time when the
"turkey" made its first appearance at the
feast.

Canadian Thanksgiving was first celebrated
as a national holiday on November 6, 1879.
However, there was no set date for this
celebration and many dates were used after
that. Finally in 1957, Parliament
proclaimed the second Monday of October
as "a day of General Thanksgiving to
Almighty God for the bountiful harvest
with which Canada has been blessed."

Families and friends across Canada
celebrate the special occasion with a feast
that includes turkey, gravy, vegetables and

pumpkin pie.

On this day we should not forget all that we have to be thankful for. Not only should we
be thankful for the food we have, but for the wonderful friends and family we are blessed
with. Take this special day and say "thank you™ to these wonderful people for blessing
your life with their love, support and joy. Thank you gift baskets are a fabulous way to
show your appreciation.

Since the first Thanksgiving was celebrated, we have so much more to give thanks for.
Take a look around and you will see how truly blessed you are!
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