The ancient Egyptians and Persians used to exchange decorated
eggs as gifts. They were typically in Spring colored shades.
These cultures believed the earth hatched from an egg. The
early Christians colored their eggs red to symbolize the blood of
Jesus and the resurrection.

Why the Easter Bunny?

Have you ever wondered how the
rabbit was associated with Easter?
Next to Santa Claus, the second
most popular figure adored by
children is the Easter Bunny,
another of childhood’s greatest pleasures. But why an
“Easter Bunny?”

Although the Easter Bunny is a major symbol used in
advertising Easter, the Easter Bunny is certainly not a
modern invention of commercialization.

Historically, the rabbit, hare, and eggs in folklore have
their basis as pagan fertility symbols, signifying spring
and new life, and the worship of the goddess Oestre or
Eastre.

Easter is named for a Saxon goddess who was known
by the names of Oestre or Eastre, and in Germany by
the name of Ostara. She was believed to be the
goddess of the dawn and the spring, and a fertility
goddess.

The Goddess Ostara, it is believed, saved the life of a
bird whose wings had been frozen by the snow and she
made him her pet. She had compassion for him since
he could no longer fly and turned him into a snow hare
and named him Lepus. Goddess Ostara gave him the
ability to run with incredible speed to protect himself
from hunters, and also gave him the ability to lay eggs
one day out of each year.
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Easter egg hunts, Easter bonnets,
and jelly beans are the popular
symbols of this Spring holiday in the
modern western world. If you have
kids that you won’t be able to see
for the holiday this year, why not
send them one of our amazing
Easter gift baskets? From little kids
to the young at hear, we've got a
great selection, including chocolate
bunnies of course!

Holiday Gifts & Gift Baskets is your
one-stop shop for holiday shopping
throughout the year. With ideas for
kids of any age and adults too, you
are sure to find a great present on
our site. We feature only the most
unique holiday gift baskets,
gourmet food, and more, with easy
online ordering and toll free
customer service available 24 hours
a day. For our corporate customers,
we have an easy to use bulk order
form and we even offer several
customization options and corporate
discounts. Contact us for details.
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Eventually Lepus managed to anger the goddess Ostara, and she cast him into the
skies where he would remain as the constellation Lepus (The Hare). He was allowed
to return to earth once a year to give away his eggs to the children attending the
Ostara festivals that were held each spring.

The bunny as an Easter symbol also has its origins in Germany, where it was first
mentioned in German writings in the 1500's. The Easter Bunny was introduced to
America by the German settlers in 1700 when they brought with them the legend of
“Oschter Haws”, the white Easter Hare.

Believing that if they were good, children believed that Oschter Haws would lay
colorful eggs for them in a nest the children had provided, usually their hat or bonnet
placed in a barn.

By the 19th Century, the Easter Hare
became the Easter Rabbit. American
families would later adapt the nest
tradition, using baskets, chocolate, and
money. However Easter itself was not
widely celebrated until after the Civil
War.

“Here comes Peter Cottontail
Hoppin' down the bunny trail,
Hippity hoppity,

Easter's on its way.”

Our little furry friend, the Easter Bunny,
will soon be on it's way! Celebrate
Easter on this year. And be sure to check
out our cheerful and charming selection
of Easter gift baskets! A perfect way to
send Easter greetings across the miles to
family, friends and loved ones.
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