Promise and Salvation

Isis was creatrix, protectress, healer, and deliverer
from suffering. She also offered the promise and hope
of rebirth and rejuvenation, and this seems to be at the
core of her rituals. Initiation into the cult of Isis in
antiquity was a mysterious process, and we know very
little since the steps to conversion were private and
guarded, rarely spoken about, just as the Eleusinian
rites to Ceres were. Apuleius does give us a glimmer of
the magic moment in which he was reborn: "I
underwent a near death experience as | descended to
the underworld ruled by Persephone. Yet | returned. It
was midnight, yet | saw the sun shining in all of its
majesty. | touched the gods below and the gods above.
I stood next to them. | worshiped them.... I was born
again”.

Indeed, this is a very powerful statement describing a
very personal moment of enlightenment and union with
the divine. Isis promised rebirth and salvation to those
who believed. During the lIsia, on a special day called
the "Finding of Osiris," worshipers reenacted the myth
of Isis and Osiris, sharing the grief and the joy of Isis
searching for the body of Osiris and finally finding it
and embalming it. They shouted in unison,
"Heurekamen, synchairomen,” "We have found! We
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rejoice together!" It is also said that in one rite during the Isia worshipers gathered
in a darkened room and mourned over a prone statue of Osiris. During the ritual, a
light was carried into the room; a priest then anointed the throats of the mourners



http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Gift_Baskets_Christmas.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Towers_Christmas.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Cookie_Gift_Bouquets_Christmas.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/New_Years.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Valentines.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Valentines_Cookie_Gift_Baskets.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Valentines_Chocolate_Candy.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Adult_Valentine_Gifts.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Valentines_Day_Fruit_Wine_Champagne.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/St_Patricks_Day.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Easter.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Secretarys.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Teachers.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Nurses.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Mothers.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Mothers_Day_Spa_Gifts.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Mothers_Day_Cookie_Gift_Baskets.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Volunteer.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Fathers.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Graduation.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Independence.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Grandparents_Day.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Halloween.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Thanksgiving.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/Boss_Day.html
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/4th-of-july/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/christmas-holiday/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/easter/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/fathers-day/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/grandparents-day/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/halloween/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/mothers-day/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/secretarys-day/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/thanksgiving/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/valentines-day/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/holiday-sentiments/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/labor-day/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/friendship-day/
http://www.holiday-gifts-gift-baskets.com/articles/category/fall/

with oil and whispered, "Take heart, O Initiates, for the god is saved, and we shall
have salvation".

Hope and salvation from all of our troubles and suffering, overcoming our fear of
death, and living a blessed life on earth are promises that resonate in all religions
throughout the ages. These words of Isis can find meaning for each of us especially
during the dark and doubt-filled days of October, when the end of the year and
darkness looms in the path ahead.

Modern Ritual of Promise and Hope: The Ship of Isis

In antiquity, a yearly ritual to Isis was carried out on a beach or near water. A model
ship was prepared. It was painted with sacred words and text, bearing a special
message for the year's prosperous journey. Worshipers gathered around the boat,
first purifying it with flame, egg, and sulfur and chanting solemn prayers. They then
piled it with small gifts, winnowing fans, perfumes, and incense and threw libations
of milk mixed with grain into the water. The small ship was set adrift and allowed to
sail away on its own, following its own course. Thus, the rite ended.

0 Adapt this rite, adding your own very personal prayers and messages.

o0 Give a small offering to the goddess. remembering that she does not ask for
riches or wealth, but commitment. In return she offers faith, hope, and love.

0 Set your ship adrift upon the water to be guided by the goddess.
The Promise of Isis
Behold. | come to you in your time of trouble. | come with solace and aid. Put an end
to your crying and tears, send your sorrows away. Soon through my benevolence will
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Through me, you may be reborn.
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